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(57) Abstract 

A system for validating, redeeming and further processing discount coupons presented by customers in a retail store. After the 
coupons are scanned and validated in the store, the coupon data relating to coupon redemptions and attempted redemptions, together with 
data pertaining to each related sales transaction in which a coupon is presented, are stored in electronic form and transmitted periodically to 
a coupon processing center administered by an independent coupon processing agency. The paper coupons are counted only once, by the 
retailer, and then sorted and bundled for shipping to a central coupon audit center, where a selected percentage of the coupons are compared 
against the electronic coupon records. The coupon processing center handles billing of manufacturers that originated the coupons and 
payments to retailers who collected the coupons on behalf of the manufacturers. Additional manual counting steps, and the long delays and 
uncertainties associated with them, are avoided Instead, timely bills and statements are generated, after possible adjustment for invalidated 
coupons detected at the coupon processing center or the coupon audit center. Reports generated at the coupon processing center may be 
based in part on additional coded data derived from suffix codes imprinted on the coupons. Suffix code dak may also be used to trigger 
the printing of additional coupons in the store. 



